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January 28, 2023 
  
The latest pamphlet is entitled “Prophets and Prophesy” which was accompanied with a cover 
letter concerning Ellen White. It proposes that even though “she shrank from the prospect of 
being called a prophet” the question that followed asked “was it a fulfillment of the Biblical 
promise that the prophetic gift would be restored to the church at the end time?”  Quoting Joel 
2:28-29, Peter in Acts 2 explained that Joel’s prophecy had to do with what was going on before 
their eyes on Pentecost stating, “this is that which hath been spoken through the prophet Joel” 
(v. 16). More on that in points number 4 and 16 following.  
 

Prophets and Prophecy: Lesson 23 
 

1. What was Jesus’ warning about prophets in the last days of earth’s history? 
 

The two passages referenced by the author here (Mat 24:11, 24) are speaking of the fall 
of Jerusalem in 70 AD and not of the “last days of earth’s history”. To purport Jesus’ 
words out of context makes the author of the question himself suspicious. Matthew 24 
begins with Jesus disciples’ asking three questions concerning the fall of Jerusalem, the 
signs that led to that fall and the end of the Mosaic dispensation (v. 3). Jesus 
concluded His answer in verse 34 stating “this generation shall not pass, till all these 
things be fulfilled”. “All these things” concerned the disciples’ three questions of things 
that would occur during their lifetime with the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans 
and have nothing to do with what would happen nearly two thousand years or so into the 
future.  Therefore the question, as asked, cannot be answered in its context since its 
premise is incorrect.     

   
2. How has God spoken to humanity down through time? 

 
According to Hebrews 1:1-2 “God, Who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
time past (Gk.3819- formerly) unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last 
(Gk.2078- final) days (Gk.2250- a period [always defined more or less clearly by the 
context [here contextually speaking of the end of the Mosaic age or dispensation]) 
spoken unto us by His Son, Whom He hath appointed heir of all things…” (Emp. 
added) Hebrews was penned sometime prior to 70 AD according to the writer’s 
admonition in 10:25 concerning Jewish Christians living in Jerusalem and their keeping 
watch on the events leading up to its destruction. Using the phrase “in time past” makes 
it clear that prophesies ended once “the faith” was delivered (Jude 3). After that, 
whatever Jesus spoke took the place of those prophets pertaining to what God said 
concerning Jesus in Mat 17:5. After Jesus was “transfigured before them” (v. 2), “there 
appeared unto them Moses and Elijah” (v. 3) ending that event with God’s proclamation 
“This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him” (v. 5- Emp. added).  
 
According to the correct exegesis of Zechariah 13:2-5, “in that day” concerns “the siege 
both against Judah and against Jerusalem” (12:2) in proper context, which occurred in 
70 AD. Thus the event of Zec 13:2, in the same context, has occurred where God caused 
“the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land”. And since “that which is 
perfect [has] come” in the form of the canonized word, “that which is in part”, the 
miraculous gifts of the Spirit, have been “done away” (1 Cor 13:10). Without the 
imparting of the miraculous gifts of the Spirit by the laying on of the apostles’ 
hands (Act 8:17-18) the only thing needed to convince the world that Jesus is the 
prophesied Messiah is the Word of God, the Bible. With such, again according to 
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Hebrews 1:2, there is no longer a need for the ‘modern day prophet’ as some will 
erroneously purport.     
 

3. How important is the ministry of the prophets? 
 

To phrase the question as if prophets presently have a role in the affairs of mankind is 
leading the reader to believe there are modern day prophets, but not according to what 
Zec 13:2 states. The writer’s phrase “to make it known to the human family” misses the 
point since prophesies of the Old Testament pertained to the context of time frame, 
concerning the children of Israel or to focus mainly on the coming of the Christ. They 
have nothing to do with today except “for our learning” (Rom 15:4). The different 
personalities the writer used to prove his point were of those who either lived in the 
patriarchal or Mosaic age or that lived under the New Covenant prior to 70 AD.  So to 
erroneously state where prophets have a present role makes void anything God has said 
concerning His Son (Mk 9:7; Heb 1:1-2) thus exposing the writer’s ignorance here.   

 
4. Can we expect the gift of prophesy to be present in planet Earth’s final days? 

 
Here the writer employs the words of Joel out of context to claim “at this time, it can be 
expected that the gift of prophecy will be evident”. He also states that “this prophecy was 
partially fulfilled at the feast of Pentecost in Acts 2”. In Acts 2:16-21 Peter preached how 
Joel’s prophecy was being fulfilled before the eyes of those Jews (vs. 9-11) who were in 
Jerusalem for Passover and who remained there for Pentecost. The phrase “this is that 
which was spoken” (Act 2:17) contains no evidence of it being “partially fulfilled” as to 
the focus of the original prophesy according to the context of verse 17 that “it shall come 
to pass in the last days”; “last days” referring to the end of the Mosaic dispensation and 
not “planet Earth’s final days”.   

 
5. How does God reveal His will to prophets?  

  
Once again, the question’s wording is leading the reader to believe prophets still exist. 
The writer employing Numbers 12:6 is using an Old Testament passage out of its original 
context in order to push his own fabricated doctrine on the subject.    

 
6. Whose influence enabled prophets to speak on behalf of God? 

 
Suggesting 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 the writer states that “the gift of prophesy is one of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit” and that “at no time did God ever suggest that the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit were only for a certain period of time”. He either negates what Zechariah 
stated concerning prophets (Zec 13) or is ignorant of the whole meaning of 1 Cor 13:9-10 
where the miraculous (“that which is in part”) has been replaced by the canonized New 
Testament scripture (“that which is perfect”). So to contend with the writer’s statement, 
God did not “suggest” anything but wholeheartedly inspired Paul to prophesy that the 
miraculous, which included prophesy, would become obsolete once the writings of the 
New Testament were canonized.  
 

7. Has God encouraged believers in Jesus to accept the genuine gift of prophecy? 
 

The writer attempts to coerce his readers by answering this question with “at no time did 
God ever declare that He would no longer speak through prophets or give the gift of 
prophecy”. By what authority does he claim such? Did he not even read Hebrews 1:2; 
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“but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son”? Does he believe that modern day 
‘prophets’ have greater authority than the Son of God? In verse one the Hebrews writer 
stated that God spoke through the prophets and finished his thought with “but in these 
last days” (of the Mosaic dispensation- Emp. added). The writer of these pamphlets 
wants his readers to understand that phrase as pertaining to the present age and not 
with what was “nailed” to the cross of Christ with such great pain and anguish (Col 2:14).  

 
8. What are the tests for the genuine gift of prophesy?  

 
A. The prophet’s predictions must come to pass. (Jer 28:9) 
B. Someone possessing the genuine gift of prophesy will not speak contrary to the word 

of God- even if what he predicts comes to pass. (Deu 13:1-3)  
C. The genuine gift of prophesy will always speak in harmony with God’s law. (Isa 8:20) 
D. The life of someone with the genuine gift of prophesy will reveal the character of 

Jesus. Mat 7:15, 20) 
 

These four statements are backed up with appropriate scripture but the writer doesn’t 
follow them according to his teaching on the subject because he still believes the gift of 
prophesy presently exists. Above I have given scriptural evidence that it not only doesn’t 
exist presently (and hasn’t since Jesus’ words replaced them) but if one continues to 
believe “genuine prophesy” does then they would also have to blasphemously believe 
there exists contradictions in the inspired text. Man is the root of all contradiction and 
not God. Read 1 Cor 14:33! 

 
9. Do mediums and fortune-tellers have a God-given gift? 

 
I would have to agree on the writer’s answer here of “no”. Where I disagree is in using 
Ecclesiastes 9:5 in his conclusion where necromancy (speaking to the dead) cannot be 
valid “because ‘the dead know nothing’”. The “dead” here is referring to the soul/spirit 
that has departed. Gone from the physical realm they are no longer concerned with the 
things “done under the sun” (v. 9).  The writer believes in “soul sleep” which is not 
backed with any scripture used contextually. In Jn 14 Lazarus was not asleep that Jesus 
needed to awaken him. He was dead, residing in the Hadean realm, and since Jesus has 
“the keys of death and Hades” (Rev 1:18) He was able to open the gates to that realm, 
allowing Lazarus’ spirit to return to his body, thus displaying His miraculous ability and 
showing that He is the Christ (v. 45). 

 
10. Why is the gift of prophesy absent from the majority of churches today? 

 
To state that “when His people would not surrender their lives to Him and obey His law, 
the gift of prophesy was not given” the writer is making the claim that only the Seventh-
Day Adventists (who claim falsely to have such a gift) qualify as the Lord’s people. What 
actually qualifies anyone to be added to the Lord’s church that began on the day of 
Pentecost and not in 1844 is to return to “the apostles’ doctrine” (Act 2:42) as written in 
the New Testament understood as “the faith which was once (Gk.530- Thayer: “used of 
what is so done as to be of perpetual validity and never need repetition”) delivered unto 
the saints” (Jude 3).   

 
11. Where is the gift of prophesy to be found? 
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In rephrasing the writer’s statement here where words added in bold make it correct it 
follows: “The genuine gift of prophesy was given to operate within the confines of and in 
harmony with the ministry of the church.” (Mk 16:20)  
 

12. Is the gift of prophesy intended to take the place of the Bible? 
 

Quoting Ephesians 4:8, 11-12, the writer is assuming that the miraculous gifts listed 
there are still available today. But do we still have apostles? If not then how does he state 
that prophets still exist unless he has such insight from God to make such assumptions 
as to which can be eliminated from the inspired list? In answering no to this question he 
still finishes his statement with prophesy still existing in order “to prepare the church for 
the return of Jesus”. But that’s what Jesus’ teachings are for and therefore if prophesy 
still exists then those who believe such must also believe it does “take the place of the 
Bible” or how then can the Bible be relied on as true without it? Don’t Christ’s words 
suffice?    

 
13. Has God said the gift of prophesy will be found in the church of the last days? 

 
Using Revelation 19:10 and “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” to make the 
claim that “the church at the end of time must possess the genuine gift of prophecy” is 
once again an attempt to coerce the reader into believing that if they can’t accept his 
premise then they aren’t in harmony with what the Bible teaches. Is he attempting to 
convert the simple through intimidation? That is exactly what he appears to be doing 
here.  Testimony in the Greek (3141) here has to do with “evidence” as in 12:11. It was the 
evidence or witness by which “they overcame [Satan] by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
their testimony”. To rephrase 19:10: “the evidence (or witness) of Jesus is the vital 
principal of prediction”, i.e. that Jesus is the prophesied Christ. If He isn’t then the 
church has no foundation on which to have been built (Mat 16:18). This (as in no other 
passage) has nothing to do with the necessity of prophets being needed “in the church of 
the last days”! The writer here then refers to a past pamphlet (#21) as if his own material 
is to be taken as inspired. In doing so he makes seven points, each of which deserves a 
response. He begins with “God’s end time church will:” 
 
A. Rise after AD 1798 (Revelation 12:1, 14). 

 
Using numerical gymnastics the writer takes a passage out of its original context 
which concerns the incomplete or short period concerning the Jewish persecution of 
the Christians (figurative 1260 days [3 ½ or broken 7] in which he declares to 
represent as years). That ended once the real persecution replaced it from Rome. 
Somehow the writer here incorporates chapter 13’s beast that he assesses as the 
Vatican to come up with “AD 1798”.  That “prediction” he claims “was perfectly 
fulfilled when the church went into hiding during the reign of the beast of power, 
which stretched from AD 538 to 1798”.  This type of doctrine is meant to only awe his 
reader into believing he is “something” (Gal 6:3). 
 

B. Believe the original teachings of the Christian church (Revelation 12:17). 
 

Not sure what the writer is here proposing since the true church has existed since 
Pentecost and has nothing to do with an “end time church” that he believes is the 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church. Are they practicing as the infant church practiced 
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concerning worship and other matters according to “the apostles’ doctrine” (Act 
2:42)? And what are “the original teachings” he is referring to? 
 

C. Be a global movement (Revelation 14:6). 
 

His premise, once again, misses the context of the passage he quotes which 
concerned those living in the first century who had not yet obeyed the Gospel and 
were given another opportunity to do so back then.   
 

D. Proclaim the everlasting gospel (Revelation 14:6-12).  
 

This is another passage where the writer’s explanation misses the mark contextually. 
Rev 14:6-12 has to do with judgment on Palestine for not accepting the Gospel that 
was proclaimed to them as Jerusalem was their center of commerce at that time.  
 

E. Believe in all of God’s commandments, including the Sabbath (Revelation 12:17; 
14:12).  

 
“The commandments of God” in 12:17 have to do with “every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God” (Mat 4:4) and not to be taken out of context as a false idea 
of a ‘Christian Sabbath’ which the writer promotes.  
 
In Numbers 14 when the Israelites were sent back into the wilderness after rejecting 
God’s promise to give them the land of promise, there were those who decided to go 
into Canaan anyway. They felt that since they disobeyed God in not going up the first 
time they could redeem themselves and go into the land after He had sent them back 
into the wilderness. Yes, God did tell them to go into the land but since they 
disobeyed Him His new command, which overrode the command to go into the land, 
was His last command. The same is the case with the Sabbath here. It was 
commanded under the Old Law but was eliminated under the New.  
 
We have dealt with this question of a Christian Sabbath in several past responses. 
Besides, neither of the verses quoted here contain any hint of a command to worship 
on the Sabbath as commanded under the Old Testament Law of Moses (see Act 20:7 
and 1 Cor 16:2).  The writer reads into the passages as though it does.  
 

F. Teach that death is a peaceful rest until the resurrection (Revelation 14:13).  
 

The Greek word (373) for “rest” in Rev 14:13 is to refresh: -take ease (this is in 
response to the souls under the altar in chapter 6). It has nothing to do with the false 
doctrine of “soul sleep” as the writer believes from what his past pamphlets indicate.  
The faithful saint has been given a work, known as the Great Commission that should 
come before any secular work the faithful need to sustain our earthly existence.  It 
never ends no matter how old he is as long as he has the physical and mental capacity 
to perform such.  There’s no handing the torch to the next generation as long as the 
Christian is able to carry it himself. Obviously, if the faithful dead, as the church 
victorious, “follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth” (14:4) they cannot be in a state 
of sleep or “peaceful rest”.   

   
G. Believe in the words of the prophets and in the gifts of the Holy Spirit, including the 

gift of prophecy (Revelation 12:17; 19:10).  
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For the writer here to introduce Ellen White as a modern day prophet lacks any 
evidence in the Bible as we’ve noted above. Understanding such passages as found in 
Jude concerning “the faith once delivered” (v. 3) how can anyone believe in there 
being a new revelation concerning God and His Divine will? If that were the case, 
does the writer believe that Joseph Smith of the Mormons is a credible prophet as he 
believes Ellen White is?  
 
Ellen White’s beliefs alone should convict anyone of her lack of understanding real 
inspired truth as it pertains to established biblical fact. Basing her movement entirely 
on her being a “prophet” because of her teachings has not so much to do with 
foretelling future events as it does to what she believed concerning the temporal 
nature of Hell with the doctrine of annihilation, the proper day of worship as being 
that which was practiced under the Mosaic, the doctrine of soul sleep and a number 
of other teachings that are anathema to Holy Scripture. If the movement truly 
believes in modern day prophecy, why did it even continue after William Miller 
claimed the Christ would return on October 22, 1844? Who came up with the dates of 
the Vatican rule “which stretched from AD 538 to 1798”? Known as “The Great 
Disappointment”, most people then abandoned the Advent movement until Ellen 
White made the claim having received the gift of prophesy. Much of her health 
regulations that she received via “prophesy” has been refuted concerning meat, coffee 
and medications along with her natural remedies. If these were the visions of a 
genuine prophet one would have to wonder whether she was a prophet at all (see the 
“tests” listed in point #8).  
 

14. How did God place the gift of prophecy within His end-time church? 
 

The premise of the question lacks credibility since the writer here seems to be attempting 
to introduce the reader to Ellen White as though “God” placed “the gift of prophecy 
within” her. But not according to scripture (Act 8:17-18) where only an apostle could do 
that unless she met Christ personally in “Arabia” (Gal 1:17). Where is the scripture that 
proves such, since in many cases her works contradict them? Did she meet all the 
requirements that a prophet was to meet as stated earlier in this pamphlet? What 
predictions has she made that came to pass, especially after “The Great 
Disappointment”?  How do “tens of millions of copies [being] printed” of her works give 
proof of her being inspired? Cannot the “prophet” Joseph Smith claim the same? Who  
or what decides who is a prophet if not the inspired Scripture?  

 
15. How can a person become more familiar with the genuine gift of prophesy? 

 
So now the writer is encouraging the reader to read Ellen White’s works over the Bible in 
order to “become more familiar with the genuine gift of prophesy”. In other words, the 
words of a mere human trump the truly inspired words of God.  
 

16. Is it likely there will be more people with the gift of prophesy before Jesus returns? 
 

Re-quoting Joel’s prophecy (2:28-29) the writer misses the context in which it was 
stated. (See response to point #4 above.)  Quoting Paul’s admonition in 1 Thes 5:20-21,  
to “not despise prophecies” but to also “test all things”, those tests were to be against the 
words of Christ. In this pamphlet according to this passage, Ellen White wasn’t able to 
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meet this test as a genuine prophet sent from God and nor will there be any who will be 
able to claim such “before Jesus returns”.  
 

17. Are doctrinal beliefs derived from the Bible, the gift of prophecy, or both?  
 
Stating “while it is true that prophets have been used by God to clarify God’s word”, the 
writer is stating how this was Ellen White’s purpose even though her writings can’t prove 
such since in many of them she contradicted the inspired text. Quoting Jesus’ response 
to Satan in Matthew 4:4, the writer enforces his views that God is still speaking through 
prophets, even though the Bible states otherwise in Zec 13 and as mentioned above from 
Hebrews 1 (with special emphasis on verse 2). And to state “people blessed with the gift 
of prophesy are used by God to direct people to the Bible, and not to themselves” misses 
the point how Ellen White made a career out of writing books that the author of these 
pamphlets quotes from. Above he even stated how “the best way to become familiar with 
this special spiritual gift is to read what Ellen White has written”. Isn’t that directing 
people to the works of a “prophet” and not to the Bible?   
 

 “But What About…” 
 

“Is embracing a prophetic gift adding to what the Bible says?” 
 

Nowhere in the Bible, as the writer contends without contextual evidence, does it state anything 
where “the Bible says that God’s church in the earth’s last days will possess the gift of prophecy”, 
unless one still wishes to quote out of its context what Peter said concerning Joel’s prophesy of 
what did happen “in the last days” (of the Mosaic dispensation).  
 

“If we have the Bible, why do we need the gift of prophecy?” 
 

True, prophesies “were embraced by the church, and the church prospered as a result”. But 
according to the writer they are still needed suggesting from his statement that the Bible is not 
all sufficient.   
  

This movement which started under William Miller in the mid-1800s reminds me of what Paul 
wrote to Timothy: “This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophesies 
which went before thee, that thou by them mightiest war a good warfare; Holding faith, and a 
good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck: Of whom 
in Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to 
blaspheme” (1 Tim 1:18-2).  
 
 
Sincerely, 
In Him, 
Charli 
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