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The Mystery of Death: Lesson 10 
 

1. What warning did God give Adam and Eve about death? 
 

Gen 2:17- The death that Adam and Eve were warned about was not, in the immediate 
sense, physical. Their physical deaths didn’t come until hundreds of years later (Gen 
5:4). Death is separation. Paul stated “I die daily” (1 Cor 15:31). Did he physically 
resurrect each day in order to physically die each day? He was stating metaphorically 
how he continually made efforts to guard his human nature, his thoughts and his world 
view from the carnal world around him. In the separation of Adam and Eve they would 
no longer have the close relationship with God in person and would be separated from 
Him from the moment they disobeyed His command to not eat of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Death, then, was a result of their sin which “passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned” (Rom 5:12). Our sin is not “after the similitude of Adam’s 
transgression” (Rom 5:14) since Adam sinned in a sinless environment, whereas our 
environment, to say the least, has been “corrupted” and we thus are influenced by it. 
Unless a person is “dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world” (Col 2:20) they 
will not enjoy life with Him in the hereafter. The ultimate separation from the Lord is 
found in 2 Thes 1:9.    

 
2. How did Satan counter what God told Adam and Eve? 
 

Gen 3:4ff- Did Adam and Eve die the day they disobeyed God according to God’s own 
words as recorded in Gen 2:17? Yes, but not physically. Because of Satan’s influence on 
Eve’s “lust of the flesh (Eve saw that the forbidden fruit was “good for food”), and the 
lust of the eyes (she saw how it was “pleasant to the eyes”), and the pride of life (that it 
was able to “make one wise”)” (1 Jn 2:16), the devil was able to deceive her, and thus 
Adam who was “with her”. Adam was supposed to protect Eve according to the creation 
order but failed to (1 Tim 2:13). See also Jn 8:44 where Jesus calls those who didn’t 
accept His Messiahship the offspring of Satan (Gen 3:15) who is the father of lies. In 2 
Cor 11:3 Paul warns the Corinthian brethren of how the subtlety of Satan was in their 
time (ours also) as it was in the garden and were to be warned against his “devices” (2 
Cor 2:11).   
 

3. How were Adam and Eve created? 
 

Gen 2:7- The body of a human is made up of “the dust of the ground” and is animated by 
a life force that we share in common with the animal kingdom. However, humans differ 
from the animal kingdom in that man has a dimension that transcends the physical. That 
dimension Zechariah wrote about. He stated how God “forms the spirit of man within 
him” (12:1). The spirit within man makes each person a distinct individual that will 
survive a physical death and which will live on in immortality throughout eternity.  
 
Spirit: Gk.4151: From G4154; a current of air, that is, breath (blast) or a breeze; by 
analogy or figuratively a spirit, that is, (human) the rational soul, (by implication) vital 
principle, mental disposition, etc., or (superhuman) an angel, daemon, or (divine) God, 
Christ’s spirit, the Holy spirit: - ghost, life, spirit (-ual, -ually), mind. Compare G5590. 
 



Thayer: “the rational part of man, the power of perceiving and grasping divine and 
eternal things, and upon which the Spirit of God exerts its influence; (says Luther, ‘is the 
highest and noblest part of man, which qualifies him to lay hold of incomprehensible, 
invisible, eternal things; in short, it is the house where Faith and God’s word are at 
home’)” 
 
Ecc 3:11  He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also He hath set the world 
(Heb.5769- eternity) in their heart (Heb. 3820- intellect), so that no man can find out 
the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end. (emp. added) 

 
The origin of this part of man is given in the following passages.  

 
Ecc 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto 
God who gave it. (emp. added) 
 
Heb 12:9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave 
them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, 
and live? (emp. added) 
 
When man is given his spirit, and thus begins his mortality, it must be at conception. 
James says that “the body without the spirit is dead” (2:26). If the seed within a woman 
has a spirit, and thus is alive, then why do abortionists claim it is only dead tissue and 
not human? What then is it if it isn’t human? David understood how man is formed and 
even before birth, via God’s omniscience (all knowing nature), his days are known in 
advance (but not taking away man’s free agency). Ps 139:13-16. 

 
4. If human beings don’t have a soul that goes back to God at death, perhaps our “spirit” 

returns to God when we die? 

Ecc 12:7- Soul: Thayer- Gk.5590: “an essence which differs from the body and is not 

dissolved by death”. 

From G5594; breath, that is, (by implication) spirit, abstractly or concretely the animal 
sentient principle only; thus distinguished on the one hand from G4151, which is the 
rational and immortal soul; and on the other from G2222, which is mere vitality, even of 
plants: these terms thus exactly correspond respectively to the Hebrew [H5315], [H7307] 
and [H2416]: - heart (+ -ily), life, mind, soul, + us, + you.  
 

Psa 139:13 For Thou hast possessed my reins: Thou hast covered me in my mother's 
womb. 14 I will praise Thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are Thy 
works; and that my soul (Heb.5315- properly a breathing creature, that is, animal or 
[abstractly] vitality; used very widely in a literal, accommodated or figurative sense 
[bodily or mental]) knoweth right well. 15 My substance was not hid from Thee, when I 
was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 16 Thine eyes 
did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in Thy book all my members were 
written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.  

 
According to Ecc 3:21, the body (whether of man or animal) is animated by a force (the 

life of the body) that is in them. Both go through the death process. The difference 

between man and beast is that man also has a soul, i.e., “the breath of life” and was 



created “in the image of God” Who is spirit, which animals are not (Gen 1:26; 2:7).  God 

did not perform CPR on man to bring him to life and the gloss “breath” has been used 

out of context as other passages have shown. And only man can contemplate and 

understand the eternal nature of the immortal soul. Ecc 3:11. 

How we decide the use of either soul or spirit in any given passage is determined by the 
context in which it is being used. The following passages denote a difference between 
them (in man) even though in some passages they are synonymous: Gen 35:18; 1 Kin 
17:21-22; Ps 86:13; Jam 2:26.  
 
Sometimes the Greek and Hebrew glosses can be confusing since they are often used 
interchangeably and sometimes in contradiction to each other. It is a mistake to take one 
passage where “soul” refers to the entirety of a person’s being and conclude that man 
doesn’t possess a spirit that is distinct from his animated body. The Bible gives examples 
where each person possesses a conscious spirit that ultimately leaves the body at physical 
death and exists separately from it in the spirit realm (the body left to decay in the 
repository of the earth), where it then is under God’s control (Ecc 12:27) Who decides 
where it ends up “according to [it’s] works” (Rev 2:23).   
 
Luke 16:19-31 gives a clear example of what happens at death to both sinner and saint. 
Because names are mentioned (Lazarus, Abraham) this is not to be considered another 
parable of Jesus. In these verses we see where two men have died; Lazarus ushered into 
the spirit realm by the comfort of the angels, and the rich man “was buried” with no hope 
and whose soul ended up in the torments of that section of the Hadean realm. (Note: the 
Hadean realm is made up of two sections with a gap, or gulf, between them; comfort 
and tormenting flame.) Under the Law of Moses, the rich man neglected his 
responsibility toward the poor Lev 25:35; Deu 15:7-11. His sin was not in accumulating 
wealth but in his greed he did not relieve Lazarus of his poor condition. So to be “in 
Abraham’s bosom” (next to Abraham in the afterlife to make the Jews, His audience 
here, jealous) to the Jew gave a sense of comfort. It is not to be understood that in the 
afterlife, according to this passage among others that those there are in a state of 
suspended animation. The conversation between Abraham and the rich man is evidence 
of that. The only way to counter this statement one would have to make it allegorical.  
 
Hell here in the KJV is the Greek word for “Hades” (Gk.86) “properly unseen, the place 
[state] of departed souls” or in the Heb.7585- “hades or the world of the dead (as if a 
subterranean retreat), including its accessories and inmates” [See Deu 32:22]. In Mat 
5:22 it is the Greek word “Gehenna” (G1067) as “a name for the place (or state) of 
everlasting punishment”. In 2 Pet 2:4 the word for Hell in the Greek (5020) is “tartaros- 
(the deepest abyss of Hades); to incarcerate in eternal torment”. English translations 
often mistranslate the original intent which is why referring to the original language is of 
utmost importance.    
 
Once in the afterlife the rich man “being in torments” saw Abraham (Mk 12:26-27) and 
Lazarus and crying to Abraham about his state, he asked if he would send Lazarus “that 
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame”. Abraham responded by reminding him of his wealth and how he didn’t act 
according to the Law of Moses in taking care of a fellow Israelite while he was alive. The 
rich man replied (showing awareness) that he had five brothers that he didn’t want to be 
where he was and asked if Abraham would send Lazarus to them to warn them of such a 



place. Abraham’s response was an admonition to the Jews who paid no attention to “the 
Law and the prophets” which Jesus said were written “concerning [Him]” (Lk 24:44).   
 

5. Are people conscious at death? 
 

Ecc 9:5- For “the dead to know nothing” to be equated with being inanimate is again 
taking a passage out of context to fit some denominational doctrine. The “dead” here is 
referring to the soul/spirit that has departed. Gone from the physical realm they are no 
longer concerned with the things “done under the sun” (v. 9).  Another example of the 
spirit realm is in Luke 23:43 where Jesus told the thief that he and Christ would meet in 
“paradise”. This is in reference to the same place that Lazarus went. It is also where the 
“souls under the altar” in anticipation of their vindication received their “white robes” 
(see notes on Rev 6:9-11) at Pentecost, i.e., the same robe available today (Gal 3:27). It is 
where the just go at physical death (Jn 5:24) in anticipation of Christ’s return for His 
bride. Nowhere in scripture is there mentioned anything about a “suspended animation” 
since those in Hades are cognizant according to Jesus statement to the thief (to be 
together in Paradise would require a measure of awareness) and in Luke 16 and other 
passages.  Jesus stated when addressing the true foundation of His church (His 
Messiahship- Mat 16:18) that neither death nor the Hadean realm would keep Him from 
His mission to establish the kingdom that would outlast all others even in the midst of 
great persecution that came under Jewish oppression and the Roman Empire with the 
Caesars who ruled her (Dan 2:44).  

 
6. Do dead people praise the Lord immediately after they die? 
 

Ps 115:17- The dead of this passage is not speaking of physical bodies of people but of 
those who are spiritually lost as Jesus referred to them in Jn 5. In verse 25 He refers to 
those dead in sin (but still alive in the flesh) who would hear the Gospel and obey it. To 
state they “shall live” has to do with accepting the death, burial and resurrection process 
found in Romans 6. He goes on to speak about the “hour that is coming” (yet future) 
which concerns the ultimate resurrection and judgment of “all that are in the graves”.  
“Dead” in verse 25 speaks of a time that “now is” (in context of Jesus’ time) but those 
“that are in the graves” is speaking of those still in the Hadean realm that will rise up on 
the Day of Judgment. Again, the Psalmist is not promoting the doctrine of “soul sleep”.   
 

7. How did Jesus describe death? 
 

Jn 11:11, 14- In verse 11 Jesus used a gloss of the Greek word koimao (2837- figuratively 
to decease) and then used the Greek word exupnizo (1852) which means to waken. 
When we come to verse 14, Jesus told “them plainly, Lazarus is dead”. Instead of 
speaking to them in figurative language, which they didn’t understand, He clarified what 
He said concerning Lazarus’ death. Lazarus was not asleep that Jesus needed to awaken 
him. He was dead, residing in the Hadean realm, and since Jesus has “the keys of death 
and Hades” (Rev 1:18) He was able to open the gates to that realm, allowing Lazarus’ 
spirit to return to his body, thus displaying His miraculous ability and showing that He is 
the Christ (v. 45). (Miracles were for the purpose of validating the words of those who 
performed them- 1 Cor 14:22; Heb 2:4.)    
 

8. What did Jesus say to Lazarus after Lazarus had been dead for four days? 
 



Jn 11:43- In Jn 3:13 Jesus said that “no man hath ascended up to Heaven, but He that 
came down from Heaven, even the Son of man which is in Heaven”. We can deduce 
much from this passage as it applies to those who claim to have been in Heaven 
(Muhammad, Ellen G. White, etc.). Only Jesus, “Who hath immortality, dwelling in the 
light which no man can approach unto” (1 Tim 6:16) has been and will be there until the 
Judgment since only in an immortal state will anyone be fit to enter there (1 Cor 15:53, 
54). As noted in point 7, Lazarus’ spirit was in the Hadean realm, specifically Paradise 
when Jesus called him forth from his physical grave. 
 

9.  Do saved people go straight to Heaven when they die? 
 

Act 2:29, 34- Peter, speaking in Jerusalem, was commenting on David’s tomb which was 
in Bethlehem where his body lay (decomposing) awaiting the second and final coming of 
Christ.  David “being a prophet” and having had the knowledge of One of his offspring 
sitting on his throne (2 Chr 29:23), “spake of the resurrection of Christ” having gained 
the victory over death as He sits as “King of kings” (1 Tim 6:15) over the 
church/kingdom, that came on the first Pentecost after His ascension. Again, to use this 
passage as proof text to the doctrine of “soul sleep” is stretching the passage out of its 
original setting. David’s soul/spirit is in Paradise (not Heaven or in his tomb in 
Bethlehem) where he resides with all the faithful saints that have died or will die before 
the resurrection. See also Lk 23:43. 
 

10. Do people possess an immortal soul? 
 

Eze 18:4- The context of this passage has more to do with a person’s human nature than 
that which transcends the physical. The word ‘soul’ can apply to the whole of a person’s 
being which includes the physical and spiritual nature that we all possess. That is the 
context of this passage. Again, it cannot be employed to validate a misconception of the 
combined facts. Jesus said we are to “fear Him which is able to destroy both body and 
soul in Hell” (Mat 10:28). If punishment will be “everlasting” (Gk.166- perpetual) than 
the souls that are sent there will endure it for the like amount of time (2 Thes 1:8-9). 
 

11. When do the righteous dead go to Heaven? 
 

1 Cor 15:51, 52- If in Hebrews 9:27 it states that “as it is appointed unto men once to 
(literally) die, but after this the judgment”, then we can conclude that, even when spoken 
of metaphorically, death, according to this passage, is a literal separation of body and 
that which transcends it, the spirit. The Judgment is where sentencing will occur, 
whether the result will be at that time either Heaven or Hell (Mat 16:27). This very 
passage answers what “sleep” is referring to as it did in Jn 11 where “sleep” in v. 51 is 
further defined contextually with “dead” in v. 52.  
 

12. When will the trumpet sound- signaling the resurrection of the saints? 
 

1 Thes 4:16- Nobody knows exactly when the trumpet (O.T. signal of warning) will 
sound time-wise. But as Jesus gave signs to His followers as to the end of the Jewish 
economy in Mat 24 (“when you see”- fulfilled in 70 AD, i.e., during that “generation”) we 
also have been given signs (Rev 20:7-15) as to what will occur right before He returns. 
 

13. In Bible times, did people understand that the dead would sleep until the resurrection? 
 



Jn 11:23, 24- The context of both 1 Kings 2:10 and 11:43 demands the correct meaning of 
these passages. The glosses for slept (H7901) include “to lie down (for rest, sexual 
connection, decease or any other purpose). The Hebrew glosses for “rest” (7673) are “to 
repose, that is, desist from exertion”. A good Bible student knows the difference between 
death and sleep and will understand the difference between the glosses for “slept” and 
“rest”; thus choosing accordingly and not relying on a misconstrued doctrine of some 
uninspired individual.   
 

14. How many resurrections will there be? 
 

Jn 5:28, 29- To add “at another time” is adding to (Rev 22:18; Deu 4:2), whether in 
ignorance or in arrogance, the direct sense of the passage which would change its whole 
meaning. According to Rev 20:11-15 all will be judged, good and evil, at the same 
time.  There will be no second chance (Rev 22:11) which origin is totally man made.  
 

15. What popular deception is countered by the truth of the sleep in death? 
 

Job 7:9, 10- If this doctrine (soul sleep) is to be believed then it is in direct conflict with 
resurrection passages and those concerning the Hadean realm. Job was stating clearly 
within these passages that those who die will not return to their physical houses. The 
phrase “to come up no more” means that he will no longer have say or input (his 2 cents) 
in matters of the living. Otherwise it would be in direct conflict with what Jesus said in 
Mat 5:28-29. 
 

16. How widespread will the teachings of spiritualism be in the earth’s final days? 
 

Rev 16:14- First we need to understand what these “three unclean spirits” (v. 13) are 
referring to and from whence they came.  The “dragon”, the “beast” and the “false 
prophet” are discussed in Rev 13. In order to save time and space here I refer you to 
https://truthdiscovered.net/content/2016/daily-
readings/Bible%20Study/Revelatian/Revelation13.pdf for a more in-depth examination. 
This has nothing to do with ‘spiritualism’ as it is today but in context refers to the 
persecution of the early church by the Roman Empire.  
 

17. What is the great Bible truth demonstrated in the sleep of death? 
 

Jn 11:25- In resurrecting Himself, Jesus is able to refer to Himself as the epitome of the 
resurrection and life eternal which He paid for with His blood. It is true that the faithful 
don’t proceed directly to Heaven upon their deaths as we’ve established concerning the 
Hadean realm. Otherwise there would be no need for the resurrection. But this again 
doesn’t substantiate the doctrine of “soul sleep”. Jn 5:24. 

 
When I was a kid we were sent to the Salvation Army, whether as a means of getting us out 

of the parent’s hair since they did not go, or for us to receive a moral compass I cannot tell. 

But I can still remember the “indoctrination” (along with the moral compass) that 

prompted me especially to search for the truth concerning all things spiritual. It got me into 

trouble when I did. I was once told “no church can save you!” when I shared my views with 

one of the youth leaders there. As kids we had an old widow woman who lived around the 

corner from us and she lived in such a way that aroused my curiosity. When she shared 

different O.T. passages that conflicted with what I had at that point learned to believe I 

https://truthdiscovered.net/content/2016/daily-readings/Bible%20Study/Revelatian/Revelation13.pdf
https://truthdiscovered.net/content/2016/daily-readings/Bible%20Study/Revelatian/Revelation13.pdf


became confused. “Which ‘religion’ was the right one?” The classes I attended at the 

Salvation Army were taught from pamphlets and had tests at the end with questions from 

them. We were told our answers were to be from the lesson thus we weren’t encouraged to 

study our Bibles to get more direct answers from what is inspired.  Saying that, I would like 

to caution anyone who reads like pamphlets without “[searching] the scriptures… whether 

those things [are] so” (Act 17:11). Our own personal, in depth study should always be without 

bias “that [we] should [not] believe a lie” (2 Thes 2:11).   

 

 

In Him, 

Charli 

 

 

 

 


