
January 28, 2023 
 
The following responses are to the pamphlets produced by the Seventh Day Adventist Church.  

 
Peace on Earth: Lesson 6 

 
1. How can a person have real peace in today’s troubled world?  
 

Ps 119:165 refers to the Law of Moses as I’m sure you will agree, as it only applied to the 
faithful Old Testament Jew. But are we under that same system today or was it nailed to 
the cross of Christ “with its legal demands”? (Col 2:14) More on this in question 6.  

 
2. How does the Bible describe God’s saved people in the last days of earth’s history? 
 

Rev 14:12 speaks of “every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Mat 4:4) as 
the “commandments of God”, especially as it refers to the “faith of Jesus” (the Gospel), 
i.e., in this context (Gk.4102) a “reliance upon Christ for salvation”.  

 
The Old Law was “weak through the flesh” (Gk.4561- human nature) since “whosoever 
shall keep the whole Law, and yet offend one point, he is guilty of all”… “So speak ye, and 
so do, as they that shall be judged by the Law of Liberty” (Jas 2:10, 12).  In James 1:25 he 
calls it “the perfect Law of Liberty” (emp. added). What is the “perfect Law of Liberty”? 
Jesus said “the word that I have spoken will judge () on the last day” (Jn 12:48). Since 
the Old Law is what Paul referred to as “the Law of sin and death” (i.e., you sin you die) 
the “perfect Law of Liberty” must be referring to “the Law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus” which “hath made me free from the Law of sin and death”. (Rom 8:2)  That Law 
refers to the Gospel system that fulfilled the Mosaic (Law of sin and death) along with 
the prophets, or as Jesus stated, “I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill (the Law and 
the prophets- Mat 5:17).  He did that at the cross (Col 2:14).  
 

3. What are the Ten Commandments? 
 

Exodus 20:2-17 lists the Ten Commandments that God gave to Moses on the two stone 
tablets while on Mt. Sinai. These were a synecdoche (Encarta Dictionary: a figure of 
speech in which the word for part of something is used to mean the whole) of what 
Jesus referred when answering “a certain lawyer” who “answered right” (Lk 10:25-28); 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself”. These two phrases 
cover the Ten Commandments (the first four of which toward God, the last six toward 
man).     

 
4. Did the Ten Commandments exist before God wrote them on the tables of stone on 

Mount Sinai? 
 

The Ten Commandments did not exist before God gave them to Moses. (No scripture 
will support such a claim.) The fact that Cain killed Abel is not evidence of that. A moral 
law has always been in existence by God as given to our first parents since man was first 
created. The code of this moral law is what a conscience is guided by. The only reason 
Cain felt compunction for killing Abel was because God approached him after the fact 
and he avoided the question “where is Abel thy brother” by stating “am I my brother’s 
keeper”? (Gen 4:9) A sacrificial system was in effect since God made “coats of skins, and 



clothed” Adam and Eve (Gen 3:21) to cover their shame once they understood “good and 
evil”. That system wasn’t “codified” with rules or a priesthood until the Israelites left 
Egypt. Again, every word that proceeds from the mouth of God should always be 
considered commandments of God. Abraham keeping the commands that God gave him 
does not specifically mean he obeyed the Ten Commandments which were the 
centerpiece of the Mosaic which came “four hundred and thirty years after” (Gal 3:17).   
 

5. How does the Bible define sin? 
 

1 Jn 3:4 stating that “sin is the transgression of the law” we have to determine which 
‘Law” John is referring to. Since the Mosaic has been nailed to the cross he must be 
referring to the “perfect Law of Liberty in Christ Jesus”.  
 

6. What does the New Testament say about the Ten Commandments?  

 

In Rom 7:12, stating that “the Law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and 

good”, Paul was only stating that God never commanded anything that was otherwise. 

The Mosaic was good for whom it was given, the Israelites (Rom 9:4; Deu 4:4; 9:5).  

Sadly, there are many who believe this is referring to the Ten Commandments but the 

context demands otherwise. Were it not for Ellen G. White’s claim of allegedly taking a 

trip to Heaven (as Muhammad’s claim of going there on a fabled winged horse named 

Buraq) where she allegedly saw a halo* around the fourth commandment on the tablets 

of stone in the opened ark (**Num 4:19-20), this false idea of the Sabbath continuing as 

it was under the Old Covenant would not be an issue.  (*The halo was adapted from 

mythology and thus originally rejected by artists of Christendom because of its pagan 

origin. They were not used until about the fifth century and there is no mention of them 

in scripture.) (**Only the High Priest was permitted to go into the Most Holy place of 

the tabernacle [representing Heaven itself] once each year on the Day of Atonement 

[Heb 9:5]. Nobody was to look upon or even touch the ark lest they suffer the same fate 

that Uzza suffered- 1 Chr 13:10. Even sons of Kohath who transported the ark were not 

to look upon it [Num 4:15]. Mrs. White was neither a priest nor a High Priest for her to 

even make such a claim. Heb 9:7, 11-12, 24-28)  Read also; Eph 2:11-18. 

 

7. Were the Ten Commandments given to be a burden for God’s people? 

 

1 Jn 5:3 refers to the Perfect Law of Liberty; love God and love your neighbor. (See 

comments in point 2.) Such should never be “grievous” to “the children of God”.  

 

8. How do the Ten Commandments provide guidance to believers? 

 

As part of the “whatsoever things… written aforetime”  the Ten Commandments “were 

written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might 

have hope” (Rom 15:4).  They were part of the Old Testament where we learn of the 

prophets and Law that strengthens our faith in that they have been fulfilled in Christ.  

God revealed this concept to Peter, James and John on the mount of transfiguration. 

Jesus was standing with Moses and Elijah (the two witnesses of Revelation 11:3, 12) 



when God exclaimed “this is My beloved Son: hear Him” (Mk 9:7). They were to no 

longer follow what the Law and prophets taught but were to listen to what Jesus 

imparted since His teaching (“love God, love your neighbor”) superseded theirs. Since 

Jesus was the “Mediator” through Whom the Old Law was given being “ordained by 

angels” (Gal 3:19) He was “Lord also of the Sabbath” stating that “the Sabbath was made 

for man, and not man for the Sabbath” (Mk 2:27-28).  

 

9. Were the Ten Commandments ever abolished? 

 

The Ten Commandments (along with the precepts of the Law of Moses) were never 

‘abolished’ or “changed” but, again, were fulfilled (Mat 5:17). Jesus was the focus of the 

Old Testament. In fulfilling that Testament (will) a New Testament in His blood (Mat 

26:28; Mk 14:24; Lk 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25) was established which replaced that first will. 

“For where a testament (Gk.1242- a contract [especially a devisory will]) is, there must 

of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead: 

otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth” (Heb 9:16-17). Christ’s death 

brought about the New Testament (will) which replaced the Old with its sacrificial 

system since “it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins” 

(Heb 10:4).  Any part of the Mosaic, including the Ten Commandments, that a person 

wishes to keep makes them “a debtor to do the whole Law”. (Gal 5:3; Eph 2:15; Col 2:14, 

20)  

 

10. Did Jesus ever suggest the Ten Commandments would one day become obsolete? 

Again, Jesus did not come to destroy but to fulfill the Law and prophets. “In that He 

saith, A New Covenant, He hath made the first Old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth 

old is ready to vanish away. (Heb 8:13) This was written prior to the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the sacrificial system, which happened in 70 AD, as a warning to those 

Jewish converts still living there to remain vigilant.  Even after the resurrection the Old 

sacrificial system continued though made obsolete by Christ’s blood. While He was on 

earth Jesus, as a Jew living under the Old Testament, did all that the Mosaic required. 

He even admonished those who did otherwise (Mat 5:19). So to use the word 

“commandments”, making application to the Ten Commandments, in many cases one 

could be applying such out of context. Not all commandments of God in scripture refer to 

the Ten Commandments. Context! Context! Context! 

 

11. Are the Ten Commandments necessary under the New Covenant? 

The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed; the New Testament is the Old 

Testament revealed. When Paul stated that “all Israel” would be saved (Rom 11:26) he 

also stated that “they are not all Israel (spiritual), which are of Israel (physical)” (Rom 

9:6). This can be confusing but who then are “the Israel of God”?  Answer: spiritual 

Israel, the church which includes both Jew and Gentile. “And as many (Jew and Gentile) 

as walk according to this rule* (Gk.2583- standard), peace on them, and mercy, and 

upon the Israel of God” (Gal 6:16). (See also Rom 2:25-29, “…if it fulfill the Law…”.)  



(*This is what was laid out in the context of the previous verses, i.e., redemption 

through Christ’s sacrifice and that none can be saved without becoming “a new 

creature”.) Peace with God and having obtained His mercy can only be obtained through 

obedience which adds one to His church. (Act 2:47; 2 Cor 10:5; Col 1:13; 1 Pet 1:2)  

 

12. How can a person keep the Ten Commandments?  

In Gal 2:20, to be “crucified with Christ” is synonymous with the righteous ordinance of 

baptism according to Rom 6:3-6.  This has nothing to do with ‘keeping the Ten 

Commandments’ in this context and is forcing it into scripture here for the sake of 

promoting a doctrine that is unscriptural.  It is vainly “adding to” what has been revealed 

in both Testaments (Deu 4:2; 12:32; Pro 30:6; Rev 22:18-19). 

 

13. Are people saved by keeping the Ten Commandments? 

Faith- Gk.4102- persuasion, that is, credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the 

truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for 

salvation. (emp. added) Even though grace is a gift (Rom 6:23) from God it is not given 

at random to just anyone. It is granted as a result of a sinner’s obedience (denoting 

choice) to the word of God, the New Testament (Gospel). Without obedience grace is not 

granted. Keeping the “Ten Commandments” will not save anyone since as spiritual Israel 

N.T. Christians are to follow the perfect Law of liberty (as stated above).  

 

14. What should a person do when they break the commandments of God? 

1 Jn 1:9 and 2:1 are speaking to those who have obeyed Peter’s command (Act 2:38) and 

the commandments of God are obeyed by “[continuing] in the (inspired) apostles’ 

doctrine (i.e., N.T. writings) and fellowship (communion), and in breaking of bread (the 

Lord’s Supper), and in prayers” (Act 2:42).  If we break these commandments we have 

an “Advocate” (1 Jn 2:1) as “we walk (Gk.4043- live, deport oneself) in the light (“of the 

glorious Gospel of Christ”- 2 Cor 4:4) as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with 

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth (continually) us from all sin.” (1 

Jn 1:7) 

 

15. How does a person learn to keep the commandments of God? 

We can learn what God expects from us through diligent study and “rightly dividing the 

word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15) and by “grow[ing] in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ…” (2 Pet 3:18).  

 

16. What is the key to living in harmony with God’s law? 

God’s Law must be synonymous with the Gospel which “is the power of God unto 

salvation”… “for therein is the righteousness of God revealed”… for “the just shall live by 

[the reliance upon Jesus to save]” (Rom 1:16-17). So to live in harmony with Deity is to 

live by the Gospel system (“perfect Law of Liberty”) which produces life; the same   



which is “of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all 

the seed; not to that only which is of the Law (Jews converted to Christ), but to that also 

which is of the faith of Abraham (Gentile converts, of which Abraham would have been 

considered before he was circumcised); who is the father of us all,” (Rom 4:16).   

 

Hopefully I’ve given you something to at least ponder as we study from these pamphlets 

which are produced by the Seventh Day Adventists based on Ellen G. White’s claims. The 

truth is on the same level as love, grace, and knowledge (etc.) and has for decades been my 

life’s pursuit.   

 

Ellen G. White’s claim as to what she supposedly saw concerning the fourth commandment on 
the tables of stone within the ark in Heaven is blasphemously false since not even the apostle 
was able to relate what he saw let alone peer into the Ark of the Covenant.   

 

2Co 12:4 How that he (Paul humbly referring to himself) was caught up into paradise, and 
heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 5 Of such an one will I 
glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. 6 For though I would desire to 
glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should 
think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Charli Yana 


