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REVELATION: CHAPTER 3 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
Sardis 

 
Rev 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; 
These things saith He that hath the Seven Spirits of God, and 
the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that 
thou livest, and art dead.  
 

 Sardis- Gk.4554-       - Sardeis- sar'-dice 

 
“Capital of the ancient kingdom of Lydia” (Wikipedia), 
province of Asia Minor, northeast of Ephesus. A 
fortress city “fifteen hundred feet up in the air on a 
ledge of rock jutting out of the side of a mountain”.  
Today it is “a wilderness of ruins and thorns”.  
(McGuiggan) 

------- 

 Seven Spirits= the fullness of the Holy Spirit (1:4; 4:5; 
5:6). Lk 4:1; Heb 2:1-4 

 
Zec 4:10 For whoever has despised the day of small things 
shall rejoice and shall see the plumb line in the hand of 
Zerubbabel. "These seven are the eyes of the LORD, which 
range through the whole earth. (ESV) 

------- 

 Jesus has influence over the messengers (7 stars) John 
is sending to the churches. 

 
As in a funeral, the body was present, but the spirit was 
not.  This church was not, at this time, suffering 
persecution as was Smyrna (2:9) therefore they seemed 
to drift into a coma.  They had a name, probably for 
their generosity, but they were dead spiritually: Jas 
2:14, 17, 20, 26.  

------- 
Faith without works = works without faith!  

============ 
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Rev 3:2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, 
that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect 
before God.  

 

 There remained a "remnant" of the church at Sardis 
that were zealous for good works but it was not enough 
to affect the rest there and thus was weak.  Their works 
were not complete in order to reinvigorate those that 
remained. This being a fortress city, the saints knew 
what it meant to "be watchful". 

============ 
Rev 3:3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and 
heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not 
watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know 
what hour I will come upon thee.  

 

 Bring to mind the cost paid so that you could hear the 
Gospel proclaimed.  Hold firmly to it and repent of 
your lack of commitment since nothing short of 
compliance would be acceptable. If not, judgment 
would be necessary and without further warning. Mat 
24:36, 42-51; 1 The 5:2; 2 Pet 3:10 

============ 
Rev 3:4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not 
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white: 
for they are worthy.  

 

 There were some who held to the pure “faith once 
delivered to the saints” (Jude 3) and who followed 
Christ clothed in white (purity), having not defiled 
(soiled) their garments (Rom 13:14) and who kept 
themselves “unspotted from the world” (Jas 1:27) for 
they are worthy (Gk.514- [as if drawing praise]). 

============ 
Rev 3:5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in 
white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book 
of life, but I will confess his name before My Father, and before 
His angels.  

 



Unlocking the Revelation: Chapter 3 41 

 

 The one who overcometh (in a continual state of 
overcoming) wore white (as did those “under the 
altar”- 6:9).  For Christ to never blot out his name 
indicates the saint had his name registered and thus 
was loyal till death and once in the spirit realm there 
would be no chance of losing his/her place in the book 
of life. The tempter no longer has access to them in that 
realm and the second death is of no consequence to 
him.   

 
Not that the “doctrine of eternal security” is what is 
being referenced here.  We have to remember that 
since God is all knowing (Job 36:4; 37:16) He has 
always known the names of those who have been in this 
ledger (from all ages, past, present and future) since 
before we first found out about the book from Moses 
(Ex 32:32). God is the God of choice and since He has 
given mankind ‘free agency’ it thus becomes our choice 
as to whether we want to be entered therein due to our 
obedience to His will (Jn 14:15). Why would anyone, 
whether believing or not that Hell exists, want to 
gamble on where they will spend eternity?  Even the 
atheist who doesn’t want to accept the fact that God 
exists needs to understand that “He is actually not far 
from each of us” (Act 17:27).  So, if or not a person’s 
name is there, choice (not God’s) determines it.   

------- 

 confess his name- Mat 10:32; Lk 12:8; Heb 2:11. 
------- 

 the book of life- Exo 32:32; Psa 69:28; Lk 10:20; Php 
4:3; Heb 12:23. 

============ 
Rev 3:6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches.  

 
(2:29) 

============ 
Philadelphia 
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Rev 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; 
These things saith He that is holy, He that is true, He that hath 
the key of David, He that openeth, and no man shutteth; and 
shutteth, and no man openeth;  

 

 Philadelphia- Gk.5359-           -Philadelpheia-fil-

ad-el'-fee-ah 

From            Philadelphos (the same as G5361), a 

king of Pergamos;  From G5384 and G80; fond of 
brethren, that is, fraternal: - love as brethren. 

------- 
Built by Pergamine king, one Attalus II Philadelphus. 
(McGuiggan) Between Sardis and Laodicea. In 133 BC 
it came under Roman jurisdiction.  Still exists but 
under a Turkish name. (Wikipedia) It remained 
Christian longest.   

------- 

 Holy / True- As “the Word” Jesus is “full of grace and 
truth” (Jn 1:14): Isa 60:9, 14; Mk 1:23-24; Lk 1:35; 
4:34; Act 2:27; 3:14.  

 
Joh 6:69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that 
You are the Holy One of God." (Emp. added) 

 
These verses show Jesus to be the Christ.  

------- 

 key of David- Key = authority/control over.  
 

Isa 22:22 And the key of the house of David will I lay upon 
His shoulder; so He shall open, and none shall shut; and He 
shall shut, and none shall open. (Emp. added) (ESV) 

 
Mat 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 
power (Gk.1849-authority) is given unto Me in heaven and in 
earth. (ESV) 

------- 

 hath- presently. Christ now sits on (owns) the throne of 
David: 1 Chr 29:23; Act 2:30-33, 36; Dan 7:13-14.  
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------- 

 opens/shuts = having the authority to lay down 
conditions for acceptance and rejection. 

 
Mat 16:19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
Heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will have been bound 
in Heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will have been 
loosed in Heaven. (English Majority Text Version, see also 
MKJV, LITV, ISV, WEB, YLT, etc.) 

 ------- 
The authority comes from above. 

 
Joh 3:31 He Who comes from above is above all. He who is of 
the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an earthly way. He 
who comes from Heaven is above all. (ESV) 

============ 
Rev 3:8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an 
open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little 
strength, and hast kept My word, and hast not denied My 
name.  

 

 Their works have to do with the spreading of the gospel 
thus the open door for greater opportunities of service 
and or communion with the Lord since they did not 
deny Christ’s authority. (Jn 10:7-9, 27-30; 1 Cor 16:9; 2 
Cor 2:12) Their size is indicated by the amount of 
strength they possessed. If they were a larger 
congregation with only a little strength they would not 
have received such accolades from the Lord.   

============ 
Rev 3:9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, 
which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will 
make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know 
that I have loved thee.  

 

 synagogue (Gk.4864- assemblage of persons) of Satan- 
(notes 2:9) The Jews, in aligning themselves with the 
enemy by persecuting the church, ceased to be the 
Israel of God (Jer 9:25-26), increasing their 
antagonism against her: Rom 2:29; 11:23. 
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------- 

 which say they are Jews and are not- Only those who 
were inward Jews ([Rom 2:28-29] i.e., God’s chosen 
people from both Old and New Covenants -Rom 11:26 
“And in this way all Israel will be saved…”) and not 
those who were just outwardly who claimed “Abraham 
as [their] father” (Mat 3:9): Jn 8:44/Gen 3:15.    

------- 
It's true that every knee (Jew, Gentile, saint and 
sinner) will bow before Christ: Php 2:9-11.  

------- 
Here, the bowing, as in... 

 
Isa 60:14 The sons of those who afflicted you shall come 
bending low to you, and all who despised you shall bow down 
at your feet; they shall call you the City of the LORD, the Zion 
of the Holy One of Israel. (ESV) 

 
...is more a concession by the Jews who did not accept 
Jesus as the Christ.  They would either grudgingly 
acknowledge the church's teaching concerning Jesus 
and be converted or would suffer Rome's fate in the 
end at which time their acknowledgment would be  
too late: 22:11.  

------- 

 These verses (Isa 45:14; 49:23; 60:3) speak of the 
Gentiles in worship of God before His people Israel. 
Their (the Jewish persecutors) final subordination 
(either conversion or judgment) would convince them 
of Jesus' (God's) love for spiritual Israel, the church 
(which included Gentiles that the Jews abhorred).  

============ 
Rev 3:10 Because thou hast kept the word of My patience, I 
also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall 
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.  

    
Rev 13:10 ... Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the 
saints.  

------- 
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 The purpose for persecution was for growth!  The 
church here was growing thus not in need of 
provocation: Act 8:1, 4. 

------- 

 Because they kept a firm stand, that which was about to 
happen soon to the then-known world (via the Jews 
and the Empire) would not affect the church's faith 
here.  At this time, the church in Philadelphia was in 
the best/strongest position among the others (next to 
Smyrna) to face the coming persecution: Lk 21:16-19.   

------- 
Chapter 18 deals with "the hour of trial...which is (was) 
to come upon the whole world". 

============ 
Rev 3:11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown.  

 

 Another warning of His coming in judgment.  
Continuing in their steadfastness would assure them 
that no one would be able to take their "stephanos" 
(Gk.4735-garland of victory), i.e. eternal life (1 Jn 
2:25).  

============ 
Rev 3:12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the 
temple of My God, and he shall go no more out: and I will 
write upon him the name of My God, and the name of the city 
of My God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out 
of Heaven from My God: and I will write upon him My new 
name.  
 

 temple- See notes on 11:19; 21:22. 
 

Gal 2:9 and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be 
pillars, ... (Emp. added) 

------- 

 The overcomer here is the one who was faithful unto 
death.  To "never…go out" see 20:6. The faithful saint's 
place in the New Jerusalem (21:10) is as secure as a 
pillar.  On earth the saints (faithful members) are...   
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1Ti 3:15 ... the household of God, which is the church of the 
living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. (Emp. added) 
(ESV) 
 

...and that also is secure if... 
 

1Jn 1:7 ... we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth (transitive verb- continues to cleanse) us from 
all sin.  

------- 

 name- (See notes on 2:17)  Christian (Act 11:26): shows 
association/ownership as if being endorsed like one 
would put his name on something to differentiate it 
from something that belonged to someone else.  (13:16-
17) 

 
...of My God- 

 
Num 6:27 "And they shall put My name upon the children of 
Israel; and I will bless them."  

 
(an association that is blessed) 

------- 
...of the city of My God- New Jerusalem, i.e., the 
glorified church: Rev 21:10; Lk 20:35-36/Heb 12:22. 

 
1Th 4:14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring (Gk71- to lead) with 
Him (back to Heaven) those who have fallen asleep (faithful 
saints who have died). (Emp. added) (ESV) 

------- 

 Faithful Christians who belong to the New Jerusalem 
(see notes Rev 21), are and will be the children of the 
resurrection: 2 Pet 2:9; Rev 20:15.   

------- 
...My own new Name- Identification with Christ. The 
faithful conqueror began the new rule with Christ in 
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the thousand-year reign (20:6) once becoming 
obedient to His will. (2:17; Eph 3:14-15; Jas 2:7) 

 
Act 11:26 ... And the disciples were called Christians first in 
Antioch.  

============ 
Rev 3:13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches.  

  
(2:29) 

============ 
Laodicea 

 
Rev 3:14  And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans 
write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true 
Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God;  

 

 Laodicea- Gk.2993-         -Laodikeia-Lah-od-ik'-i-

ah-  From a compound of G2992 and G1349;  

Gk.2992-    -laos-lah-os' 

Apparently a primary word; a people (Emp. added) 

Gk.1349-    -    -dee'-kay 

Probably from G1166; right (as self-evident), that is, 
justice (the principle, a decision, or its execution): - 
judgment, punish, vengeance. 

------- 

43 miles southeast of Philadelphia.  A rich community 
(but not spiritually).  Named after Laodice, the wife of 
Antiochus II (261-246 BC). Destroyed by an earthquake 
during Nero’s reign in 66 AD (or earlier). (Wikipedia) 
Mentioned by Paul in (Col. 2:1; 4:13, 15).  

…some scholars[who?] have suggested that this metaphor 
(lukewarm) has been drawn from the water supply of the 
city, which was lukewarm, in contrast to the hot springs at 
nearby Hierapolis and the pure water 
of Colossae (Barclay). The archaeology shows Laodicea 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Manual_of_Style/Words_to_watch#Unsupported_attributions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hot_spring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hierapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colossae
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had an aqueduct that probably carried water from hot 
mineral springs some five miles south, which would have 
become tepid before entering the city (see main Laodicea 
article). Strabo states that the water was hard, though 
drinkable. The imagery of the Laodicean aqueduct 
suggests not that "hot" is good and "cold" is bad, but that 
both hot and cold water are useful, whereas lukewarm 
water is not.     (Wikipedia) 

------- 

The Author (Jesus) is everything the lukewarm 
Laodiceans were not.   

------- 

 the Amen- (Gk.281- firm, trustworthy- 2 Cor 1:18-20) 
and the faithful (Gk.4103- trustful) and true (Gk.228- 
truthful) Witness (Gk.3144- a witness; by analogy a 
“martyr”- Php 2:8)  

------- 

 Beginning- Jesus is the ...Firstborn among many 
brothers (Rom. 8:29).  ...the Firstborn of all creation 
(Col. 1:15).   ...and is... before all things, and in Him all 
things hold together (Col. 1:17) …of God’s creation- the 
church through which He is able to save His creation: 
Jn 1:14; Psa 2:7/Act 13:33; Rev 1:5; Col 1:18. 

------- 

 Jesus was the first to resurrect from the dead, never 
to die again: Rom 6:9; Heb 2:14. Paul wrote concerning 
the Laodiceans in Col 4:13, 15-16. Paul’s letter to the 
Laodiceans has not been preserved for canon of 
scripture. 2 Pet 3:15-16    

============ 
Rev 3:15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: 
I would thou wert cold or hot.  

 

 Hot water has a purpose as does cold water.  Lukewarm 
water is usually used to make a person vomit.  Jesus 
used the location they were familiar with to make a 
point. (Act 15:28; Eph 2:10) 

============ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aqueduct_(Roman)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laodicea_ad_Lycum#The_ruins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laodicea_ad_Lycum#The_ruins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strabo
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Rev 3:16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will spue thee out of My mouth.  

 

 lukewarm- These did more harm (thus vomitus) to the 
spread of the Gospel than the outright sinner could.  

 
Jas 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth 
it not, to him it is sin.  

------- 
To be “spit out” is to be violently rejected.  The church 
there made the Savior sick! 

============ 
Rev 3:17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:  

 

 Unlike Smyrna (2:9), these were physically (not 
spiritually) rich, thus their lukewarm nature.  They 
were blind to their condition.  Their treasures were 
misplaced: Mat 6:19-21; Lk 12:18; 2 Thes 2:10-12; 1 
Tim 6:17-19.  

------- 
Their shame was exposed (naked). Sin is not a result of 
nakedness, nakedness is a result of sin: Gen 3:10. 

============ 
Rev 3:18 I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; 
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.  

 

 buy of Me- Shows they were not invested. 
------- 

1Pe 1:7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith--more 
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire 
(trials)--may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (Emp. added) (ESV) 

------- 

 gold- like... 
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Pro 23:23 ...truth, and ...wisdom, and instruction, and 
understanding.  

  
...purchased from God is refined (tested, tried, and 
proven), through tribulation, with the intention of 
becoming spiritually rich: Mat 13:44-46; Isa 55:1. 

------- 

 white raiment- (6:11) Mat 22:2-14; Lk 1:6. 
------- 

Rev 19:8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, 
bright and pure"-- for the fine linen is the righteous deeds 
of the saints. (Emp. added) (ESV) (Jam 2:22; 5:20, 1 Pet 4:8) 

 
Their faith was not complete without doing righteous 
deeds: Jas 2:20.   

------- 
Rom 4:7 "Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and 
whose sins are covered. (Emp. added) 

 
Gal 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. (Emp. added) 

------- 

 anoint thine eyes with eyesalve- to comprehend their 
condition without bias.  According to McGuiggan, 
Laodicea was known “for their famous eye powder 
[which was] exported all over the world in tablet form. 
It was then ground into powder and used to relieve eye 
complaints.”   

 
Pro 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people perish, but he 
that keepeth the law, happy is he. (Emp. added) 

------- 

 see- Gk.991-     -     -blep'-o 

A primary verb; to look at (literally or figuratively): - 
behold, beware, lie, look (on, to), perceive, regard, 
see, sight, take heed. (Emp. added) 

============ 
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Rev 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous 
therefore, and repent.  

 

 love- Gk.5368-     -      -fil-eh'-o 

From G5384; to be a friend to (fond of [an individual 
or an object]), that is, have affection for (denoting 
personal attachment, as a matter of sentiment or 
feeling;  

------- 

 chasten- Gk.3811-       -pai    -pahee-dyoo'-o 

From G3816; to train up a child, that is, educate, or (by 
implication) discipline (by punishment): - chasten (-
ise), instruct, learn, teach. 

 
Read: Pro 3:12; 13:24; Job 5:17; 1 Cor 11:32; Heb 5:8; 
12:6, 10. 

------- 

 be zealous- Gk.2206-ζ    -     -dzay-lo'-o 

From G2205; to have warmth of feeling for or against: 
- affect, covet (earnestly), (have) desire, (move with) 
envy, be jealous over, (be) zealous (-ly affect). 

------- 

 repent- Gk.3340-        -        -met-an-o-eh'-o 

From G3326 and G3539; to think differently or 
afterwards, that is, reconsider (morally to feel 
compunction): - repent. 

============ 

Rev 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man 
hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and 
will sup with him, and he with Me.  

 

 Opening the door shows choice just as was given to 
Adam: Gen 2:16-17. 

------- 
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 hear My voice-  
 

Joh 18:37 ... Everyone that is of the truth heareth 
(understands) My voice.  

 
Joh 8:31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in Him, 
"If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, 32 and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." (ESV) 

------- 
Such a touching appeal after such a severe reprimand...  

------- 

 sup with- to have fellowship with. The opposite of such 
is what Paul was referring to in 1 Cor 5:11 concerning 
“anyone who bears the name of brother”, who is 
knowingly participating in sin, they were instructed 
“not even to eat with such a one”.  This is a.k.a. 
withdrawing fellowship: Lk 22:29-30; 1 Cor 5:5; 1 Tim 
6:5; Rev 19:9.   

============ 
Rev 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in 
My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My 
Father in His throne.  

     

 overcometh- Presently, as members of the kingdom, 
Christians are the ones who have overcome the world (1 
Jn 4:4).  The one who has remained true to Christ, at 
death, has received the promise to never fall again.  
That’s “when he has stood the test” and “he will receive 
the crown of life” (Jas 1:12) having been a faithful 
conqueror.     

------- 

 even as I also overcame- The difference here is that He 
died for other’s sins and not His own: Jn 5:27; 16:33; 
Rom 6:9-10; Rev 5:5.   

------- 

 throne- place of rule/authority, in Heaven. Just as 
Jesus received His authority through sacrifice: Mat 
28:18; Jn 5:25-27 (The Christ had to come in the flesh 
in order to atone for man’s sin and thus was worthy to 
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receive such authority from the Father.); Jn 17:4; Lk 
22:29-30. 

------- 

 Those who sacrifice all for the sake of the Gospel, ... 
 

Mar 8:35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but 
whosoever shall lose his life for My sake and the Gospel's, the 
same shall save it.  

 
...are presently rewarded with authority from Christ to 
rule with Him now in His kingdom (the church) on 
earth in this life (Mat 5:5) and in the future glorified 
New Jerusalem (See notes on 22:1).   

 
Eph 6:6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the 
servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; 

============ 
Rev 3:22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches.  

 
(2:29) 

 
Closing Comments 

 
“This reign with Christ must take place now, in this 
dispensation, for when the end comes, Christ will cease His 
reign (1 Cor 15:24-28). In this respect, the inhabitants of new 
Jerusalem are seen reigning now on earth (22:5; 5:10) and in 
Hades (20:6).” 
 
“Our freedom from persecution has given birth to indifference. 
It may well be that the church in our age needs a good old 
fashion persecution more than anything to try our faith to see 
if indeed we could qualify as overcomers.” 
 
“Death does not make one an overcomer. If one is not an 
overcomer before death, it is certain he will not be an 
overcomer after death.”  

Arthur Ogden- Pgs. 162, 166 
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Worksheet 

Revelation: Chapter 3 
 

1. In Sardis, what was their “reputation” that Jesus was so 
concerned with. (v. 1) 

2. Explain what it means to have “soiled” a garment and 
the reward for not. (v. 4) 

3. What is “the book of life” and how does one get entered 
into it? (v. 5) 

4. What is “the key of David”? (v. 7) 
5. Who comprised “the synagogue of Satan”? (v. 9) 
6. Why did Christ keep Philadelphia “from the hour of 

trial”? (v. 10) 
7. There are three names Jesus states that He will “write 

on” “the one who conquers”.  What are they and what 
do they represent? (v. 12) 

8. Why did Jesus refer to Himself as “the beginning of 
God’s creation”? (v. 14) 

9. Addressing Laodicea as lukewarm, explain why hot or 
cold would have been better. (vs. 15, 16) 

10. If Smyrna’s “poverty” made her “rich”, how did 
Laodicea’s wealth make her “poor”? (v. 17) 

11. What were the three things Jesus said they needed “to 
buy from” Him?  Why? (v. 18) 

12. What does it mean “to sit with [Jesus] on [His] 
throne”? (v. 21) 

 


